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The Trade Secretariat (Secretaria de Comercio y Fomento Industrial, SECOFI) on April 1 asked
the Finance Secretariat (Secretaria de Hacienda y Credito Publico, SHCP) to reopen the customs
station at a border crossing between southern Chiapas and Guatemala. According to SECOFI official
Ignacio Villanueva Escalera, the closure in 1991 of the crossing which links Ciudad Cuahutemoc,
Chiapas, and La Mesilla, Guatemala, has severely hampered trade between Chiapas merchants
and counterparts in Central America. Speaking at a meeting of the Mixed Commission for Export
Promotion (Comision Mixta para la Promocion de las Exportaciones, COMPEX) in Tapachula,
Chiapas, Villanueva also asked the SHCP to provide adequate means for the local business
community to gain access to financing and other export-related assistance from the government.
(Source: Notimex, 04/01/93)
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